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AGENDA 

 
 
PRESENT  
 
QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC GALLERY 
 
PRESENTATIONS - Delta Electricity 
 
CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES OF THE POLICY AND STRATEGY 
COMMITTEE MEETING OF COUNCIL HELD ON 6 AUGUST 2007  
 
DECLARATION OF INTEREST 
 
NOTICE OF MOTION  
NSW Land and Environment Court - Councillor Ticehurst 
Three Tree Lodge - Councillor Ticehurst 
Road Naming - Councillor Ticehurst 
 
NOTICE OF RECISSION - Nil 
 
CORRESPONDENCE AND REPORTS 
General Manager Reports 
Regional Services Reports  
Community and Corporate Services Reports 
 
COMMITTEE MEETINGS - NIL 
 
QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 
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GENERAL MANAGER REPORTS 

ITEM:5 GM - 03/09/07 - COMMUNITY CONSULTATION MEETINGS  
 
REFERENCE 
NIL 
 
SUMMARY 
This report provides an update to Council on the Community Consultation meetings at 
the recent NSW Government Cabinet Meeting held in Bathurst. 
 
The report recommends Council note the meetings and thanks the relevant Minister and 
the Local Member for organising the meetings. 
 
COMMENTARY 
As Council is aware the NSW Government Cabinet met in Orange on the 23rd August 
2007 and held community consultation services in Bathurst later that day. 
 
Council was successful in gaining a number of meetings with Ministers to follow up on 
matters of interest and concern to Council and the local community. 
 
The meetings included: 
 

• Minister Roozendaal  
¾ This meeting discussed the progress of the much needed Bells Line 

Expressway and the matching of the funds from the Federal Governments 
Auslink program. 

¾ A discussion was also had with respect to the condition / concern raised 
over the "Black Bridge" in Wallerawang 

 
 

• Minister McDonald 
¾ This meeting was held in conjunction with Upper Macquarie County Council 

to discuss funding for weeds management by councils in NSW and the 
increasing costs being borne by councils in the program area. 

 
 

• Minister Sartor 
¾ This meeting was to raise / discuss the concerns raised by the community 

at Blackman's Flat and attempt to see if the Government are able to assist 
the community with this concern. Council also attended a meeting later in 
the day with the Community regarding concerns/issues raised with the 
proposed Delta Coal Unloader. 

 
• Minister Della Bosca 

¾ This meeting was seeking to guarantee additional support for the Portland 
Industry Links program and outline the benefit to our region. This was 
supported as a vital part of our learning cities program. 
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• Minister Watkins 

¾ A discussion was also had with respect to the condition / concern raised 
over the "Black Bridge" in Wallerawang. Council has now achieved the 
position of determining ownership and the Department will ensure a Senior 
Officer meets the General Manager in the coming weeks to review the 
bridge and future upgrades / replacements. The meeting also discussed 
Sandford Avenue Bridge and its current condition. Senior Staff of the 
Department will arrange to inspect this bridge at the same meeting 
regarding the Black Bridge. 

 
• Minister Lynch 

¾ This meeting discussed the issues raised by Councillors with regard to 
Pecuniary Interest declarations and the process for Council's unsuccessful 
special rate variation to fund the supported Indoor Aquatic / Sports Centre. 

 
 
POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
All of these meetings were held to raise concerns / issues with Ministers whilst in the 
region and as raised by Council or specific sectors of the community. This helps to 
satisfy parts of Council's Management Plan in lobbying State Government. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
NIL 
 
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 
Nil 
 
CONCLUSION 
The meetings with Cabinet Ministers provided Council with a unique opportunity to raise 
Council and the communities concerns and issues in a regional forum. The opportunity 
also arose for the Ministers to view the issues first hand on the way to or from the 
regional meeting. 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

NIL 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

THAT: 
1. Council note the meetings 
2. Council thank the relevant Ministers for their time and effort in holding 

meetings with Council; 
3. Council thank the Local Member, Gerard Martin, for his efforts is securing 

the meetings, with the NSW Cabinet Ministers.  
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ITEM:6 GM - 03/09/07 - DELEGATION TO HON. IAN MCDONALD - MINISTER 
FOR ENERGY / STATE DEVELOPMENT  

 
REFERENCE 
NIL 
 
SUMMARY 
This report updates Council on the outcomes of a recent delegation to the Energy 
Minister, the Hon. Ian McDonald by the Mayor, Councillor McAndrew and the General 
Manager. This report will recommend that the information be noted. 
 
COMMENTARY 
Council will recall the previous resolutions seeking a meeting with the Energy Minister 
regarding: 
¾ The duplication of Mount Piper Power Station, and 
¾ The privatisation of the NSW Electricity industry 

 
This meeting has now taken place. Whilst not able to give Council an iron clad or 
concrete decision regarding the Mount Piper duplication, the Minister did advise that he 
was aware of the proposal and the benefits of the existing infrastructure with connection 
to the National Grid etc. 
 
The Minister advised that the Government will soon release the OWEN report which will 
study the need and necessity of further base load power supply in NSW. Council will 
receive a copy of this report when released. 
 
The Minister was also able to confirm the Government's position with the privatisation of 
the NSW electricity industry. The Minister advises that the government is not proposing 
to sell the assets or generating facilities but is looking at the options of selling the retail 
sale of electricity. 
 
This process will potentially free up some significant cash which the Government may 
then use on capital infrastructure developments. 
 
POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
This report satisfies Council's policy stance on the non privatisation of the power industry 
and the lobbying of State Government regarding the duplication of Mount Piper Power 
Station. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
There are no financial implications from this report. 
 
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 
NIL 
 
CONCLUSION 
This report updates Council on the recent delegation to the Minister for Energy, the Hon. 
Ian McDonald and the positive outcome of the meeting. 
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ATTACHMENTS 

NIL 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

THAT the information be noted. 
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REGIONAL SERVICES REPORTS 

ITEM:7 REG - 03/09/07 - ADDRESS BY DELTA ELECTRICITY  
 
REPORT FROM: GROUP MANAGER REGIONAL SERVICES - ANDREW MUIR 
 
REFERENCE 
NIL 
 
SUMMARY 
This report advises Council of an address to the Policy and Strategy Committee on 
Monday 3rd September 2007 by representatives of Delta Electricity. 
 
COMMENTARY 
Council will recall that it has invited representatives of Delta Electricity to provide it with 
information on issues such as the Western Rail Unloader and possible impacts of the 
drought upon Delta operations. Representatives of Delta Electricity are in attendance 
and are available to provide a presentation. 
 
 
POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
NIL 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
NIL 
 
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 
NIL 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

NIL 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

THAT the address from Delta Electricity representatives be received. 
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ITEM:8 REG - 03/09/07 - ACQUISITION OF PART OF LAND - RYDAL / 
HAMPTON ROAD RYDAL  

 
REPORT FROM: GROUP MANAGER REGIONAL SERVICES: ANDREW MUIR 
 
REFERENCE 
NIL 
 
SUMMARY 
To advise Council of the current position in relation to the acquisition of land at Rydal to 
be properly incorporated as road reserve. 
 
COMMENTARY 
Following the receipt of a valuation agreed by Council and the landowner, Council 
advised the landowner's Solicitors that it accepted the valuation. However, the landowner 
has objected to the valuation and under the terms of the agreement between the parties, 
the matter must now proceed to compulsory acquisition. Council's Solicitor has initiated 
this process. 
 
Council's Solicitor has advised that another parcel of land may also be affected and this 
is being investigated. 
 
 
POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
Council's  Assets Acquisition Policy applies. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
Legal and acquisition costs will be incurred. 
 
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 
The terms of the Land Acquisition (Just Terms Compensation) Act are relevant. 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

NIL 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

THAT: 
1. The information be noted. 
2. Should Lot 14 DP 751651 be affected the owner be approached seeking 

acquisition by negotiation. However should this not be successful, the 
acquisition take place by Compulsory process. 
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ITEM:9 REG - 03/09/07 - EMERGENCY RISK MANAGEMENT PLAN  
 
REPORT BY: GROUP MANAGER REGIONAL SERVICES - ANDREW MUIR 
 
SUMMARY 
To advise of the finalisation of an Emergency Risk Management Plan, prepared by a sub 
committee of the Local Emergency Management Committee, and recommend the Plan 
be adopted. 
 
COMMENTARY 
The Local Emergency Management Committee formed a sub committee including 
members from the NSW Fire Brigade, Sydney West Area Health Service, Volunteer 
Rescue Association, Lithgow State Emergency Service, Rural Fire Service and Council 
to assist Echelon Australia prepare a Draft Emergency Risk Management Plan, for 
submission to the State Emergency Management Committee. 
 
The aim of this plan is to develop and implement a Community Risk Management Plan, 
in consultation with the wider community. This Plan will form part of Council’s Disaster 
Plan, which is reviewed annually, or after each significant event. 
 
The Plan considers the risks associated with a range of natural, technological, biological 
and other hazards that would require a significant and co-ordinated emergency response 
should they occur. 
 
The sub committee discussed numerous hazards that are considered significant for the 
localised area of the Lithgow Local Government area, and using a standard hazard 
matrix, determined the rating for these applicable hazards. 
 
The Draft Emergency Risk Management Plan was publicly displayed, and Council 
received one (1) submission from the District Emergency Management Officer, and slight 
amendments regarding inclusion of ‘Other Hazards’ were undertaken. 
 
In summary, thirty five (35) hazards were assessed as being applicable for the Lithgow 
Local Government Area, and of these,  four (4) were considered to present an extreme 
risk, fourteen (14) presented a high risk, ten (10) presented a medium risk and seven (7) 
presented a low risk to the community. 
 
POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
Nil 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
Once Council adopts this Plan, it will be able to seek financial assistance from the State 
Government in relation to any of the emergency events identified in the Plan. 
 
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 
Nil 
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ATTACHMENTS 

1. Final Emergency Risk Management Plan. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

THAT the Emergency Management Plan be formally adopted, and forwarded to the 
State Emergency Management Committee, as required under the State Emergency 
and Rescue Management Act 1989 (as amended). 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ITEM:10 REG - 03/09/07 - PLANNING CIRCULAR PS07-010 APPOINTMENT 
OF PLANNING ADMINISTRATOR PANEL  

 
REPORT FROM: GROUP MANAGER REGIONAL SERVICES - ANDREW MUIR 
 
SUMMARY 
To inform Council of the gazettal of the Heads of Consideration for the Minister for 
Planning Frank Sartor to appoint a planning administrator or panel to replace a council's 
planning role due to unsatisfactory performance. 
 
COMMENTARY 
The Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 (EP&A Act) allows for the 
appointment of a planning administrator to perform all or part of a council's functions, 
where a council has been responsible for technical breaches of state planning law. 
 
A new provision was included in the EP&A Act in 2006 to also allow the Minister for 
Planning to appoint a planning assessment panel to undertake a council's consent 
authority role or to prepare environmental planning instruments.  The Department 
advises that this provision is to ensure satisfactory and appropriate performance by local 
councils in their undertaking of legislative functions that relate to planning and 
development matters. 
 
The Department line is that this is essential in the public interest for good environmental, 
social and economic outcomes.  It can be counter argued that it takes the process out of 
the hands of council's that are aware of local issues. 
 
Under the Act the Minister can only appoint a planning administrator or assessment 
panel if Heads of Consideration have been gazetted and taken into account before 
making a decision.  The gazettal occurred on 19/7/07 and took effect on 1/8/07.  
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POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
No specific policy issues. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
Potential loss of fee income for councils. 
 
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 
Council is obliged to comply with the legislation. 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. A copy of the Department of Planning circular and the gazettal notice. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

THAT the information be received and noted. 
 

 
 
 
 

18 



 03 September 2007 
AGENDA –POLICY AND STRATEGY COMMITTEE MEETING OF COUNCIL   

 

COMMUNITY AND CORPORATE SERVICES REPORTS 

ITEM:11 COMM - 03/09/07 - CHANGES TO THE SMOKE FREE ENVIRONMENT 
ACT 2000  

 
REPORT FROM:  ENVIRONMENT HEALTH OFFICER - DAVID DURIE 
 
REFERENCE  
NIL 
 
SUMMARY 
To advise of issues relating to the implementation of the Smoke Free Environment Act 
2000.  
 
COMMENTARY 
As of the 2 July 2007 the Smoke-Free Environment Act 2000 has banned smoking in 
enclosed areas of hotels, clubs, nightclubs and the casino. The Smoke-Free 
Environment Amendment Regulation 2006 was introduced for purposes of prescribing 
guidelines for determining what is an enclosed public place subsequent to this complete 
indoor ban.  
 
The guidelines are similar to those that apply in other States and are designed to give 
practical guidance as to areas where smoking is permitted, such as genuine outdoor 
areas, while banning it in rooms, corridors and other internal spaces. The guidelines do 
not suggest there is a safe level of environmental tobacco smoke.  
 
From 2 July 2007, proprietors are also required to prevent smoke from drifting from 
unenclosed places such as balconies, and beer gardens into non-smoking areas.  
 
Proprietors of licensed venues are carrying out refurbishment of their premises to create 
areas where smoking is allowed and it has come to the attention of the NSW Health 
Chief Health Officer that a number of proprietors are seeking advice from councils on 
whether proposed building works comply. Accordingly, the Chief Health Officer has 
advised Council that there is nothing in the Smoke-Free Environment Act, the Local 
Government Act or the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act that imposes on 
Council any role or responsibility in assessing proposed developments for compliance 
with the Smoke-Free Environment Act. The Chief Health Officer further advises that all 
proprietors intending to allow smoking in their premises should be encouraged to obtain 
their own legal advice.  
 
The Chief Health Officer has also written to all club and pub proprietors informing them of 
their obligations under the Act. In addition the NSW Government will put in place a 
comprehensive education campaign, consisting of television, radio and print advertising 
to inform patrons, staff and the community of these new changes.  
 
POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
NIL 
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FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
NIL 
 
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 
The Smoke Free Environment Act 2000 is the relevant legislation. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

THAT the information be received.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

ITEM:12 COMM - 03/09/07 - PROPOSED LOCAL ENVIRONMENTAL PLAN TO 
RECLASSIFY COMMUNITY LAND  

 
REPORT FROM: POLICY & PLANNING MANAGER – A MUIR 
 
REFERENCE 
Min 06-144:  Council Meeting 15 May 2006 
Min 06-346:  Council Meeting 16 October 2006 
 
SUMMARY 
This report identifies properties under Council's ownership which are classified as 
community land under the Local Government Act 1993 and recommends that a Local 
Environmental Plan be prepared to reclassify these properties to operational land. 
 
COMMENTARY 
All public land must be classified by Council as either community or operational land 
under the Local Government Act 1993.  The classification of land can restrict its use and 
disposal.  Community land cannot be sold; leased, licensed or any other estate granted 
over the land for more than 21 years; and must have a plan of management prepared for 
it.  Alternatively, operational land has no special restrictions other than those that may 
apply to any piece of land. 
 
There are a number of properties under Council's ownership which are classified 
community, however, in light of their current and/or future use it is suggested that the 
classification of the properties listed below be altered to operational land under the Local 
Government Act 1993. 
 
Cary Avenue, Wallerawang 
Council may recall that the residential subdivision in Cary Avenue, Wallerawang had to 
be staged as 3 allotments (Lots 349 to 351 DP 26070, Lidsdale Street) have a caveat 
registered on the title by the Register General stating that these lots are Public Reserve.  
In addition, it is noted in Council's Asset Register:  
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Land and Buildings that the subject lots are classified community land under the Local 
Government Act 1993.  Therefore, it is suggested to reclassify Lots 349 to 351 DP 26070 
Lidsdale Street from community to operational land and cease the reservation as a public 
reserve. 
 
31 Eskbank Street, Lithgow 
In late 2003, Council purchased 31 Eskbank Street, Lithgow from the Roads and Traffic 
Authority.  At the time the property reverted to a community land classification under the 
Local Government Act 1993.  However, in light of its current and future use as a 
commercial premises, it is considered more appropriate that the property be classified as 
operational land and therefore the reclassification from community to operational land is 
suggested for this property. 
 
Union Theatre Stables, Bridge Street, Lithgow 
As a result of the subdivision undertaken in 2004 of the allotments containing the Union 
Theatre, Stables, toilet block and Tin Shed, the Stables are now located on Part Lot 2 DP 
1077295 which also contains the Union Theatre.  Council's Asset Register: Land and 
Buildings notes the Union Theatre property as community land under the Local 
Government Act 1993 and as such Council is unable to complete the sale of the Stables 
at this point in time as it had resolved on 15 May and 16 October 2006.  Therefore, it is 
suggested to reclassify the area of land on which the Stables are erected from 
community to operational land. 
 
In the interim a lease for the Stables could be offered to the interested party, but only 
following the adoption of a plan of management for the property which authorises the 
lease.  There is no current plan of management for the property, however, the 
preparation of the plan is scheduled to commence shortly.  
  
Lithgow Golf Club, Marrangaroo 
The Lithgow Golf Club property is classified as community land which means that 
Council can only issue a lease if it is expressly authorised in a plan of management; the 
lease is consistent with the core objectives for the land and is for a purpose permitted 
under the Local Government Act 1993.  Having regard to the current use of this land and 
the restrictions the Local Government Act 1993 imposes on community land in terms of 
leases, activities and future uses it is suggested to reclassify the area from community to 
operational land. 
 
Fire Control Centre, Silcock Street, Lithgow 
The current Fire Control Centre property was purchased in 1999 and at the time the 
property reverted to a community land classification under the Local Government Act 
1993.  However, it is suggested to change this classification from community to 
operational land to maintain consistency with other similar land classifications and uses 
within Council's property portfolio such as emergency services and fire stations. 
 
POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
There are no policy implications as a result of this report. 
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FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
Costs will be incurred if Council resolves to prepare a Local Environmental Plan for the 
reclassification of the abovementioned lands.  Whilst it is considered that salary and 
advertising costs could be absorbed by the Policy and Planning Recurrent Budget, the 
costs of a public hearing are likely to be reported as an amendment to the budget in the 
September quarterly review of the Management Plan 2007/08 to 2009/10. 
 
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 
The Local Government Act 1993 and Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 
contains provisions concerning the reclassification of community land.  This includes the 
need to reclassify land by a Local Environmental Plan and a requirement to hold a public 
hearing in respect of a draft Local Environmental Plan to reclassify community land as 
operational land. 
 
In addition, the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 and Environmental 
Planning and Assessment Regulation 2000 set out the legal processes for the 
preparation of Local Environmental Plans.   
 

ATTACHMENTS 

Nil 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

THAT: 
1. A Local Environmental Plan be prepared for the reclassification of Lots 349 

to 351 DP 26070 Lidsdale Street Wallerawang,  31 Eskbank Street Lithgow, 
Part Lot 2 DP 1077295 Bridge Street Lithgow which the Stables are located 
upon, Lithgow Golf Club Marrangaroo and the Fire Control Centre Lithgow. 

2. Subject to the receipt of Department of Planning approval, a Local 
Environmental Plan be prepared. 
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ITEM:13 COMM - 03/09/07 - CENTRAL WEST RURAL LANDS PANEL  
 
REPORT FROM: POLICY & PLANNING MANAGER – A MUIR 
 
REFERENCE 
Min 07-73:  Policy and Strategy Committee Meeting 5 March 2007 
 
SUMMARY 
This report provides the recommendations from the Central West Independent Review 
Panel and advice from the Department of Planning regarding the preparation of Local 
Environmental Plans and land use strategies. 
 
COMMENTARY 
Department of Planning Advice 
The Director General of the Department of Planning has written to Council with the 
following advice on the preparation of Local Environmental Plans (LEPs) and land use 
strategies ahead of the Central West Rural Lands Panel report.  
 
"I am writing to clarify the position regarding the preparation of new LEPs and land use 
strategies ahead of finalisation of the Central West Rural Lands Panel report.  This 
confirms verbal advice previously provided to you by the Department during Reference 
Group meetings. 
 
While the Department is supportive of Council continuing to progress work on its new 
LEP, it is acknowledged that work on minimum lot sizes may be significantly impacted by 
the findings of the Central West Panel.  It is therefore appropriate that Council defer 
where it chooses to, aspects of the LEP related to rural lands and in particular the 
calculation of minimum lot size or sizes. 
 
At present it is not proposed that the timeframe for the preparation of a new LEP in 
accordance with the standard instrument will be changed.  However, consideration will 
be given to the need for any extensions of time after the outcomes of the Central West 
Panel and any potential impact on strategy and LEP process are known. 
 
I am advised that the final report of the Central West Panel is due shortly and that its 
implications for rural lands policy in the Central West will then be determined." 
 
Report to the Minister for Planning: Review of Land Use Planning in the Central 
West 
The NSW Government released the report into rural land use in the Central West by the 
Central West Independent Review Panel on 22 August 2007.  In summary, this report 
makes the following recommendations: 
 

• The urgent introduction without consultation of a new State Environmental Planning 
Policy for Rural Lands that contains provisions to guide new planning controls in 
relation to rural lands that: 

o Set out the Government's policy direction and principles for rural planning 
including social, environmental and economic principles; 
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o Provide separate controls, including zones and requirements for buffers 

where necessary for Rural Residential, Small Farms and General Rural 
zones in accordance with land capability, demand for rural lifestyle lots, 
potential for land use conflicts etc; 

o Identify a comprehensive range of permissible uses in rural zones that 
would reflect recent trends in rural industry related tourism, restaurants, 
bed and breakfasts etc; 

o Allow intensive agriculture on land zoned specifically for this purpose or in 
General Rural zones on merit where appropriate buffers are provided within 
the allotment to be developed for the intensive agricultural purpose;  

o Remove provisions for Concessional Allotments. 
o Rename "minimum allotment sizes" as "Lot Size for a Dwelling Entitlement" 

to make the intent of the development standard clearer; 
o Maintain the existing "Lot Size for a Dwelling Entitlement" development 

standard in General Rural zones in the LGAs unless good cause can be 
shown why the allotment sizes should be varied; 

o Require where a Council seeks to vary the "Lot Size for a Dwelling 
Entitlement" development control in the General rural zone, the proposed 
new allotment size shall be determined based on local circumstances and 
actual trends including the existing pattern of farming, existing pattern of 
holdings, current pressure for subdivision/dwellings, current pressure for 
change, reasons for changes etc and in consultation with the Department 
of Planning as the lead government agency with other government 
agencies inputting in an advisory capacity; 

o Include a SEPP 1 like clause that allows variation of the "Lot Size for a 
Dwelling Entitlement" development control in exceptional circumstances 
where recommended by the Regional IHAP (refer below); 

o Allow farm adjustment by boundary adjustment/land amalgamation etc (but 
with no additional dwelling entitlements); 

o Preserve dwelling entitlements on existing allotments with separate title; 
and  

o Require that new LEPs contain provisions that recognise the changing face 
of agriculture e.g. smaller farms, share farming, leasing, farms that are not 
necessarily contiguous and may be made up of a number of holdings many 
kilometres apart etc". 

• Consideration of amending the Standard LEP Template or preparation of a new 
Rural Standard LEP Template to incorporate controls contained in the proposed 
new SEPP. 

• The establishment of an Independent Hearing and Assessment Panel (IHAP) to 
provide advice to councils in relation to applications which fall outside of the 
planning controls but which are considered to be an exceptional case (ie changes in 
technology, farming practices, family circumstances etc). 

• Investigate measures to enable legitimate farming activities to continue 
notwithstanding objections of new residents. 

• Investigate the preparation of educational material for rural lifestylers on the reality 
of rural living prior to purchasing.  

• Investigate a direction to councils to include information on a Section 149 Certificate 
of properties in agricultural zones relating to common farming practices and the 
potential impact of these on nearby residential uses. 
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• Encourage greater use of buffers to separate new residential uses from land used 

for agricultural pursuits where land use conflicts are likely to rise. 
• Further investigations be made into incentive based mechanisms/transferable 

development rights and the like. 
 
The Minister for Planning, the Honourable Frank Sartor, MP has stated in his Media 
Release that he is seeking detailed feedback from relevant Departments before a 
decision will be made on the recommendations. 
 
A full copy of the report and the Minister for Planning's Media Release is provided within 
Councillors Business Paper Packages.     
 
In relation to the above documentation, Council's comprehensive LEP must be gazetted 
by 31 March 2009 and prior to this a Land Use Strategy must be prepared to inform the 
preparation of the comprehensive LEP.  Whilst Council has commenced the preparation 
of the Land Use Strategy, the delivery of directions from the Department of Planning 
following its consideration of the Central West Independent Review Panel's report is an 
important factor in determining Council's intentions for the management of rural lands in 
the comprehensive LEP and whether or not Council can achieve the gazettal deadline of 
31 March 2009.  As such representations to the Department of Planning to date have 
requested that they review the gazettal deadline.  Therefore, it is suggested that only 
minimal work be undertaken on rural land management in the Land Use Strategy until 
the Department of Planning's directions are received/clarified. 
 
Council should also note that the strategic land and water capability assessments from 
the Sydney Catchment Authority are still outstanding and the delivery of this information 
may also impact on Council's ability to meet the Department of Planning's deadlines. 
 
POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
There are no policy implications as a result of this report. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
There are no financial implications as a result of this report.  
 
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 
There are no legal implications as a result of this report. 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. A full copy of the report and the Minister for Planning's Media Release is provided 
within Councillors Business Paper Packages. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

THAT the information be received. 
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ITEM:14 COMM - 03/09/07 - LIBRARY FUNDING REVIEW  
 
REPORT FROM:  COMMUNITY AND CULTURE MANAGER - P.HALL 
 
REFERENCE  
NIL 
 
SUMMARY 
To advise of an independent review of public library funding in NSW to review the current 
position, future dispersal of funds and special cases for funding from the State 
Government. 
 
COMMENTARY 
In announcing an independent review of public library funding a press release from 
Minister Frank Sartor stated: 
 
“Since 1995, State government funding to the public library network has increased by 
almost 40% but fell by 4% this year to $23.5 million. 
 
Dr Tom Parry is to report on the matter by the end of the year.  It is recommended to 
Council that a submission on the need to not only maintain but increase funding from the 
State Government to public libraries be prepared and submitted to the inquiry. 
 
POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
Nil  
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
At present $65,000 is budgeted to be received from the State Library which includes the 
per capita funding and the Special Purpose Grant in 2007/08 which indicates the impact 
any reduction in funding would have upon Council’s financial position. 
 
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 
Nil 
 
CONCLUSION 
It is recommended that a submission be prepared stressing the importance of the 
funding source for local communities. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
1. Media Release from the Hon. Frank Sartor MP “NSW Public Libraries Funding 
Review” 
 
RECOMMENDATION 

THAT Council prepare a submission to the public library review. 
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ITEM:15 COMM - 03/09/07 - ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
TERMS OF REFERENCE  

 
REPORT FROM:  GROUP MANAGER – COMMUNTY AND CORPORATE – K. 
WOOLLEY  
 
REFERENCE  
NIL 
 
SUMMARY 
To provide Council with the draft Terms of Reference as prepared by the Environmental 
Advisory committee. 
 
COMMENTARY 
Council resolved to create Terms of Reference for the s355 committees and the attached 
is the draft prepared by the Environmental Advisory Committee for Council’s 
consideration.  
 
POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
No policy implications arise from this report. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
No financial implications arise from this report. 
 
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 
No legal implications arise from this report. 
 
CONCLUSION 
The draft Terms of Reference for the Environmental Advisory Committee are presented 
to Council for endorsement. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
1. Draft Terms of Reference for the Environmental Advisory Committee  
 
RECOMMENDATION 

THAT the Terms of Reference as presented for the Environmental Advisory 
Committee be adopted. 
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